
July 28,  2022

The CFF Calendar of class dates,
meetings is here!
Call your friends, call your neighbors,
call ... random people on the street! 
 We are still in need of 3 sets of
Catechists for 7th Gr Confirmation! 
 We also have opportunities for:

Sundays
PreK/K
5th/6th

Tuesdays
1st 
2nd

Class Lists:  You will receive you class
lists on the Thursday before classes
begin, so on Sept.8th.  There is always
a mad rush to register for CFF just
before & the week or 2 after classes
begin, which is why we wait till the
Thursday before to send them out.
I will send out two sets of emails, one
to each of you w/ your lists & another
to the parents of the room # &
Catechist name for their children.  I
would still expect each of you to
email/call the parents of your
students to introduce yourself.  Give
them a little background about
yourself, what you do for a living,
hobbies, other ministries you may be
involved in... that sort of thing.

I am so excited to see all of you! Hard to
believe that the 2022-23 Children's Faith
Formation year is getting ready to start!

Mickey Finn's Catechist Gathering is
TONIGHT!  If you can't make it, that's ok-
we will do another one, same time, same
place on August 18th- just before kids go
back to school!

Catechist Newsletter

Upcoming Events

In This Issue...

A Warm Welcome!

Catechist Gathering at
Mickey Finn's, TONIGHT,
5pm
Mass in the Park: Aug 13,
5pm Bishop Grob
New Catechist Meeting:
August 14, 1-2pm, Koenig
Center
All Catechist Meeting,
August 21, 1-2:30pm, Koenig
center
First Week of CFF: Sept 11/13

Once classes start you should email
your families at least once/month. 
 Whenever you email them please
be sure to copy me on the email. 
 This way I am kept in the loop on
what you're doing but more
importantly, if anyone asks me
about info you sent them, I can
answer them!
Please be on the look-out for an
email from Jasmine Gonzalez
regarding Compliance!  All
Catechists must be in full
compliance before September 11,
when classes begin!
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The Resource Room has
been cleaned up!!

Calendar of Dates is here!
Compliance!

https://www.instagram.com/sjreligioused847/
https://www.facebook.com/sjreligioused847/
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/11109/documents/2022/7/CFF%202022_2023%20Catechetical%20Calendar.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/11109/documents/2022/7/CFF%202022_2023%20Catechetical%20Calendar.pdf
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https://www.franciscanmedia.org/ : Site has Saint of the Day, Daily meditations,
blog & other resources.  If you join their mailing list you are often offered to
purchase ebooks for 0.99 or up to $3.  Although they will email you at least 1x/day. 
Pflaum: fill out the registration w/ all your info & where it asks for a customer
number, it is: 1114474  
https://www.pflaumweeklies.com/blog/ Pflaum Blog- lots of goodies! 
https://childrensministry.com/  Oodles of activities, articles & ideas from Group- the
Publishers we use for VBS!
http://www.usccb.org/ : United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
http://www.loyolapress.com/: Activity Finder, Catholic Resources & more Loyola
Press: once you get to their landing page, look to the top right for "Catholic
Resources". There are oodles of goodies there all for free! 
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year
http://www.twentythirdpublications.com/freeeresources.html  :  23rd
Publications has a good selection of printable & e-resources!
https://www.catechist.com/  lessons & activities, Catechist Formation & resources
http://www.bc.edu/sites/c21online/: Boston College’s Church for the 21st Century.
Some courses are free and some have a small fee that RE will cover under
Formation expenses.
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html: resources for your
own spiritual life
http://lifelongcatechesis.osv.com/ : Has resources for all ages and under
“adolescents” has a “question of the week” based on the gospel and background
on all 3 readings.
http://www.wordamongus.org: Magazine for Catholics; has mediations, articles,
things for families- a lot is free, but not everything is.
http://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/ St. Mary’s Press Resource Center
http://www.handsonsuburbanchicago.org/ Looking for Service Project Ideas!?!?
These are all in the NW Suburbs!
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/ The Religion Teacher: has over 700
activities, videos, worksheets & more!  You may use the link here but only some
things are free.  I have a subscription to this & am happy to share with you!  to
login: email: mnelson@stjoseph-libertyville.org PW: The3R31iGion0921!

Catechist Resource CenterCatechist Resource Center

SJGuest wi-fi: psalm2911

https://www.instagram.com/sjreligioused847/
https://www.facebook.com/sjreligioused847/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/
https://www.pflaumweeklies.com/blog
https://childrensministry.com/
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.loyolapress.com/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent/calendars/advent-calendar-for-adults/
https://www.catechist.com/
http://www.bc.edu/sites/c21online/
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
http://lifelongcatechesis.osv.com/
http://www.wordamongus.org/
http://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/
http://www.handsonsuburbanchicago.org/
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/
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Gospel reflection for 18th Sunday, ORD
Lk 12:13-21

Context Connection

The question that opens this Sunday’s Gospel has to do with inheritance. Jewish inheritance customs
are legislated in Deuteronomy 21:15–17 and in Numbers 27:1–11. The foundation of Jewish inheritance
law is that sons are their father’s heirs. The eldest son receives a double share of his father’s goods. If
no sons survive the father, then the inheritance passes to the father’s daughters. If no children
survive the father, the inheritance goes to the closest male kinsmen on the father’s side.

The person questioning Jesus in Luke’s parable is likely not the eldest son but someone who
disagrees with the traditional Jewish inheritance laws. Jesus responds with this question: “Friend,
who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” (21:14). Disputes over inheritance require that an
arbitrator be chosen, usually a distant relative whose decision the parties will honor. The person’s
request then does not meet the usual criteria for an arbitrator. From Jesus’s response, we can assume
that Jesus is suspicious that the man’s motive is greed.  

Jesus uses this situation to address the human struggle with greed. Greed is the vice that incites a
person to continually seek more possessions for the sake of having more. Jesus then shares with the
crowd the parable of the foolish rich man. After having an overabundance of produce grown in one
year, the rich man ponders what he should do with the excess because he does not have barns large
enough to store the harvest. He comes to this conclusion: “I will pull down my barns and build larger
ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods” (21:18). The man puts his security in possessing
a lot of material things, which, in the end, is a false security. He imagines that he can control his life.
Having possessions creates an illusion of being secure into the future This is the proverbial expression
of the hedonist, someone who does not believe in life after death, or judgment. The rich man in the
parable never considers sharing his abundance with others. In 12:29, Luke condemns a life devoted to
such pursuits. In the end, the wealth and possessions this rich man had worked for are divided
among his heirs. All his earthly possessions did not help him.

Tradition Connection

By our Baptism, we die to sin and rise to new life in Jesus Christ. In this newness of life, the sin of
greed has no place. Greed is the insatiable desire to want more and more possessions. Greed causes a
person to lose perspective, to be controlled by possessions. The person no longer possesses the
possessions; the possessions instead possess the person. We are challenged by our culture, which
constantly encourages us to buy more, to have the latest, to own the new and improved model or
edition. Sometimes we call this “keeping up with the Jones’s.” To have what you need to live and
survive is not in itself wrong. But the wrong lies in the desire to want more, just for the sake of having
more, and allowing that desire to dominate our perspective. Lost is the desire for the good of other
people. Sharing our abundance with others has given way to greed. The Gospel of Jesus Christ calls us
to follow Christ and be imitators of his unselfish love (see CCC, number 1694). God’s grace is the
strength in our Christian lives that helps us turn away from greed and fills us with the desire to do the
will of God. Only in God can we be truly free from fear and possess a satisfied heart.

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/12?13
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Gospel reflection for 18th Sunday, ORD
Lk 12:13-21

Wisdom Connection

Life is a gift from God. No amount of possessions, however abundant, can make one person’s life
greater than another, or more secure. Likewise, the lack of possessions never diminishes the value of
a life. All life comes from God and is sacred because God willed it into existence. Our value as human
beings is not derived from an abundance of possessions but rather from the fact that God loved us
into being.

Life might seem frail and in need of many possessions to ensure its security. But closer examination
reveals that these possessions are more frail than life. Luke points out the human desire to possess
more—the notion that life’s priority is having more possessions than others. A modern-day axiom
expresses this idea: the people with the most things when they die are the most successful.

The rich man would have been the envy of most people because of his wealth. However, he loses
sight of what is important in God’s eyes—sharing his abundance with others. Because he does not
think about sharing what he has with others, he is considered poor in God’s eyes.

Spiritual Practice of the Day
 

Be a witness for God today. Remember, it can be with your words or your actions. They both can
speak loudly.

 
— Terry Bookman in The Busy Soul by Terry Bookman

 

To Practice This Thought:
Don't let the day end without saying or doing something that benefits someone.

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/12?13

