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Tuesday Catechists: St. Joseph Catholic School will be hosting their 1St Communion
Prayer Service in the Koenig Center starting at 5:30pm.  This will not affect our
classes, but it will affect dismissal! The PA system sounds in the Koenig Center &
we do not want to disturb them.  Therefore, please keep an eye on the time &
dismiss your class at either 5:40pm (PreK-2) or 5:45pm (3-6).  We will also have Hall
Monitors stop by your rooms to remind you to dismiss.
After class, please sure to bring your bin to the Resource Rm.  It would be great if
you could also write a note of thanks to the school teacher in your room for sharing
it with you this year!
May 19th is our Catechist Appreciation Dinner!  We will send out an RSVP Google
Form after classes have ended.  The dinner will be at 7pm in the Koenig Center
(Catechists only).

CFF CLASSROOM
CHRONICLES

THE LATEST EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR OUR CARING CATECHISTS!!

Be sure to send home with each student
the, "What the Church Believes & Teaches
Handbook.  Also send home the remaining
Pflaum weeklies (they go through May 8)

An email went out on April 7 with a Catechist Intent form. 
 Please fill it out if you are planning on returning!  And of
course, we hope you all return!!!  It really helps us plan for next
fall to know if you are coming back & if you would like to switch
to teaching a different grade level.  Thank You!

He is Risen Alleluia!

https://facebook.com/sjreligioused847/
https://www.instagram.com/sjreligioused847/
https://forms.gle/Mw3csLjEU8gSETAQ8
https://forms.gle/Mw3csLjEU8gSETAQ8


Here is a new Catholic Leadership Resource- FREE no charge! :Main website :
https://reviveparishes.com/about/ Sign up for access to view and attend courses and for
newsletter. Courses: https://reviveparishes.com/courses/
https://amenapp.org/signup :The Augustine Institute is proud to introduce Amen, its
latest offering. Amen is the free Catholic app that brings you daily Mass readings,
beautiful prayers, faithful meditations, and nourishing Scripture to draw your
mind, body, and soul to rest in God. 
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/ : Site has Saint of the Day, Daily meditations, blog &
other resources.  If you join their mailing list you are often offered to purchase
ebooks for 0.99 or up to $3.  Although they will email you at least 1x/day. 
Pflaum: fill out the registration w/ all your info & where it asks for a customer number, it
is: 1114474  
https://www.pflaumweeklies.com/blog/ Pflaum Blog- lots of goodies! 
http://www.usccb.org/ : United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
http://www.loyolapress.com/: Activity Finder, Catholic Resources & more Loyola Press:
once you get to their landing page, look to the top right for "Catholic Resources".
There are oodles of goodies there all for free! 
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year
https://www.catechist.com/  lessons & activities, Catechist Formation & resources
http://www.bc.edu/sites/c21online/: Boston College’s Church for the 21st Century.
Some courses are free and some have a small fee that RE will cover under
Formation expenses.
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html: resources for your own
spiritual life
http://lifelongcatechesis.osv.com/ : Has resources for all ages and under “adolescents”
has a “question of the week” based on the gospel and background on all 3
readings.
http://www.wordamongus.org: Magazine for Catholics; has mediations, articles, things
for families- a lot is free, but not everything is.
http://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/ St. Mary’s Press Resource Center
https://www.smp.org/resourcecenter
http://www.handsonsuburbanchicago.org/ Looking for Service Project Ideas!?!? These
are all in the NW Suburbs!
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/ The Religion Teacher: has over 700 activities,
videos, worksheets & more!  You may use the link here but only some things are
free.  I have a subscription to this & am happy to look for resources for you!  (I paid
for a single vs group subscription.)

Catechist Resource CenterCatechist Resource Center

Below is some good background information on the gospel for Sunday,
April 24. Please feel free to use it for your own knowledge & for class discussion.

https://reviveparishes.com/about/
https://reviveparishes.com/courses/
https://amenapp.org/signup
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/
https://www.pflaumweeklies.com/blog
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.loyolapress.com/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent/calendars/advent-calendar-for-adults/
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http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
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https://www.thereligionteacher.com/


Context Connection

The Gospel begins by giving us information about the day and time of Jesus’s
ap pearance. The day is the first Easter Sunday and the time is evening. So
much has happened already, from the discovery of the empty tomb to the
appearance of the risen Jesus to Mary Magdalene. The disciples, gathered
together out of fear behind locked doors, have received Mary’s report of the
risen Jesus. They do not know what to believe. Into this fear-filled situation Jesus
appears. Jesus has come to dispel the disciples’ fear and give them courage to
continue his ministry. 

After his greeting, John tells us that Jesus “showed them his hands and his side”
(20:20). Jesus does this because he wants the disciples to know that the risen
Christ is the same person as the crucified Jesus, who was raised up on the cross
and pierced by a lance. The disciples rejoice because they realize this truly is the
same Jesus they have been following for the past three years. He then
commissions the disciples to continue the ministry he began and to bring the
peace and joy they ex perienced on the first Easter night to future generations of
frightened disciples. In sharing the Holy Spirit, Jesus gives the disciples the
courage and vision to continue his ministry. 

Thomas, one of the twelve, is not present that first Easter evening. Yet Thomas is
willing to believe that the crucified Jesus appeared to the disciples only if he
can touch Jesus’s wounds. 

A week later, the disciples again are gathered; this time Thomas is with them.
Jesus stands among them and extends the same greeting, “Peace be with you”
(20:26). To everyone’s surprise Jesus not only accepts Thomas’s conditional faith
but also challenges him to believe that the risen Jesus is the crucified Jesus.
“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my
side. Do not doubt but believe” (20:27), Jesus says to Thomas. Jesus’s statement
tells us not to put conditions on our willingness to believe that the crucified
Jesus is also the risen Jesus. Thomas’s response is dramatic: “My Lord and my
God” (20:28). Thomas’s words are an act of faith. He professes that Jesus is who
he says he is— the Son of God.
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https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/4?1


Wisdom Connection

John wants to convey several key messages to the early Christian community
and to Christian communities throughout history. 

First, Jesus’s peace calms the fear whenever the Church is threatened. We can
be assured that Jesus is here among us even in the darkest times. That peace
does not eliminate the danger but helps us truthfully see the situation. 

Second, John wants his readers to know that Jesus has indeed been raised from
the dead by the Father. Jesus has conquered even death. As proof, Jesus offers
his disciples his hands and side. 

Third, John helps us understand that the risen Jesus has given the Christian
community the permanent gift of the Holy Spirit for strength, so that the com‐ 
munity can evangelize the world. 

Fourth, Thomas typifies the doubts, skepticism, and hesitation that plague all
the early witnesses of the risen Jesus as well as believers today. We might
experi ence doubt and seek out tangible proof of the risen Christ at times during
our faith development. John challenges us to believe in what we know to be true
from what we hear—to believe in the faith Tradition that has been handed
down from one generation to the next for over twenty centuries.
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Tradition Connection 

“My Lord and my God” (John 20:29) is Saint Thomas’s profession of faith—a free
expression of his recognition of the risen Jesus. The valuable lesson to be
learned from Thomas’s experience is given to us by Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:7:
“We walk by faith, not by sight.” Faith is a free gift from God given in freedom by
God’s initia tive, with the intention of sharing this gift with others. 

We as Church, the community of believers, do this “faith thing” together. In‐ 
dividually, we support and are supported in our faith by the Body of Christ, just
as the disciples supported one another on the first Easter, when Jesus appeared
in their midst. Jesus guarantees his presence whenever a Christian community
gath ers in his name.

Thank You All for a FantasticThank You All for a Fantastic    Year!!!!Year!!!!
You You AREARE the Faith Formation Ministry! the Faith Formation Ministry!

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/4?1

