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THE LATEST EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR OUR CARING CATECHISTS!!

The Temptation of Jesus in the Desert

Let's keep all the students making their Confirmation this
March in our prayers! 

Also, on March 13th at the 9am Mass, our 1st/2nd grade
students will be attending with their families & our 2nd grade
students will be hosting the Mass!

2nd Grade & 8th Grade Catechists::  as a way to further engage our students
once they have received their 1st Communion & Confirmation, the CFF Office will
give each class card & address labels.  This is so you may send the card to your
students say a month after they've received their sacrament!  Congratulate
them, let them know you're proud of of them & that you hope to see them at
Mass!  Please let me know if you have any questions.

Why do we give up things for Lent?  Lent is a time for us to look at our lives and
reflect on how we can be more Christ like, to become closer to God.  So while it is
ok to give things up, say desserts.  Why not try giving up gossiping, or judging? 
 Or do something extra, say 10 more minutes of prayer each day, or do acts of
kindness?  The idea is after you have practiced this for 40 days, it has become a
natural part of who you are.  Then, next Lent you may work on some other way to
be closer to God!

https://facebook.com/sjreligioused847/
https://www.instagram.com/sjreligioused847/


To access the Pflaum Gospel Weekly digital edition, please do the following:
 

How to Access the Digital Edition
1. Go to gospelweeklies.com
2. At the top of the page, click on to Access Digital Editions.
3. Click on Create New Account. Register with your email address.
Be certain to use the email address that you have provided to us when you
4. Create a Password. If you lose your password, you will be able to create
a new one.
5. Click on Redeem A Subscription and enter this code: see below
6. Click on My Library. You will now have access to the Pflaum Gospel Weeklies
for the duration of our program year. 

Additional Resources: There are easy-to-use Parent Teaching Pages and other
resources for families available at gospelweeklies.com/family.

Pflaum Gospel Weeklies • 800-543-4383
 

Redemption Code: see below

Password: StJoeCFF2122!
Redemption Codes: CW_1828850_1310482 (Visions) CW_1828853_1310482 (Venture)
CW_1828854_1310482 (Good News) CW_1828851_1310482 (Promise)
CW_1828852_1310482 (Seeds) 

http://gospelweeklies.com/
http://gospelweeklies.com/family


Here is a new Catholic Leadership Resource- FREE no charge! :Main website :
https://reviveparishes.com/about/ Sign up for access to view and attend courses and for
newsletter. Courses: https://reviveparishes.com/courses/
https://amenapp.org/signup :The Augustine Institute is proud to introduce Amen, its
latest offering. Amen is the free Catholic app that brings you daily Mass readings,
beautiful prayers, faithful meditations, and nourishing Scripture to draw your
mind, body, and soul to rest in God. 
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/ : Site has Saint of the Day, Daily meditations, blog &
other resources.  If you join their mailing list you are often offered to purchase
ebooks for 0.99 or up to $3.  Although they will email you at least 1x/day. 
Pflaum: fill out the registration w/ all your info & where it asks for a customer number, it
is: 1114474  
http://www.usccb.org/ : United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
http://www.loyolapress.com/: Activity Finder, Catholic Resources & more Loyola Press:
once you get to their landing page, look to the top right for "Catholic Resources".
There are oodles of goodies there all for free! 
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/lent/ New for Lent!*
https://www.catechist.com/  lessons & activities, Catechist Formation & resources
http://www.bc.edu/sites/c21online/: Boston College’s Church for the 21st Century.
Some courses are free and some have a small fee that RE will cover under
Formation expenses.
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html: resources for your own
spiritual life
http://lifelongcatechesis.osv.com/ : Has resources for all ages and under “adolescents”
has a “question of the week” based on the gospel and background on all 3
readings.
http://www.wordamongus.org: Magazine for Catholics; has mediations, articles, things
for families- a lot is free, but not everything is.
http://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/ St. Mary’s Press Resource Center
https://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/category/Lent/15/ New for Lent!*
http://www.handsonsuburbanchicago.org/ Looking for Service Project Ideas!?!? These
are all in the NW Suburbs!
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/ The Religion Teacher: has over 700 activities,
videos, worksheets & more!  You may use the link here but only some things are
free.  I have a subscription to this & am happy to look for resources for you!  (I paid
for a single vs group subscription.)

Catechist Resource CenterCatechist Resource Center

Below is some good background information on the gospel for Sunday,
March 6. Please feel free to use it for your own knowledge & for class discussion.

Almost all these sites have GREAT
resources for Lent!

https://reviveparishes.com/about/
https://reviveparishes.com/courses/
https://amenapp.org/signup
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.loyolapress.com/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent/calendars/advent-calendar-for-adults/
https://www.catechist.com/
http://www.bc.edu/sites/c21online/
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
http://lifelongcatechesis.osv.com/
http://www.wordamongus.org/
http://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/
https://www.smp.org/media/uploads/flipbook/26/flipbook/index.html?page=1
http://www.handsonsuburbanchicago.org/
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/


Context Connection

In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus is led into the desert directly after his baptism and
before the beginning of his public life. The Holy Spirit initiates Jesus’s time apart
for reflection. This same Spirit is present in our lives, leading us if we are willing
to follow. Jesus embraces the desert experience because he trusts the Holy
Spirit’s guidance. Luke also draws parallels between Jesus and other people
and events of the Old Testament. One such event is the story of the Israelites’
wandering in the desert for forty years after being freed from slavery in Egypt.
During that time, they learn how to be faithful and true to God. Luke also
parallels Jesus’s experience with the lives of Moses and Elijah. Moses spent forty
days fasting while writing down God’s Commandments (see Exodus 34:28).
Elijah spent forty days fasting while traveling to Horeb, the mount of God, where
he gains insight for his life’s mission (1 Kings 19:8). Jesus—like Moses, Elijah, and
the Israelites—spends time in the desert preparing to do God’s will. 

While he is in the desert, Jesus is tempted by the devil. Unlike the Israelites who
failed time and again to be faithful to God during their forty years in the desert,
Jesus remains faithful. Jesus resists three temptations. The devil first chal lenges
Jesus to turn stones into bread. To this temptation, Jesus responds, “It is written,
‘One does not live by bread alone’” (4:4). Jesus is referring to Deuteronomy 8:3.
Satan next offers Jesus power over all the kingdoms of the world if Jesus will
worship the devil. Jesus responds, “It is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and
serve only him’” (4:8). Here Jesus refers to Deuteronomy 6:13. In a third attempt
to tempt Jesus, the devil, anticipating a dramatic rescue, tells Jesus to throw
himself from the highest point of the Temple. Jesus responds, “It is said, ‘Do not
put the Lord your God to the test’” (4:12). The quote comes directly from
Deuteronomy 6:16. Jesus defends himself against the devil’s temptations by
being faithful to the word of God. 

This Sunday’s Gospel ends with these words: “When the devil had finished every
test, he departed from him until an opportune time” (4:13). Luke lets his readers
know that the devil will use other occasions to test Jesus’s faithfulness to God.

E I G H T H  S U N D A Y  I N  O R D I N A R Y  T I M E
L K  6 : 3 9 - 4 5

Tradition Connection 

In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus is led into the desert directly after his baptism and before
the beginning of his public life. The Holy Spirit initiates Jesus’s time apart for reflection.
This same Spirit is present in our lives, leading us if we are willing to follow. Jesus
embraces the desert experience because he trusts the Holy Spirit’s guidance. Luke also
draws parallels between Jesus and other people and events of the Old Testament. One
such event is the story of the Israelites’ wandering in the desert for forty years after
being freed from slavery in Egypt. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/4?1


Wisdom Connection

Luke wants his community to understand that just as Jesus was tempted, they
also will have temptations in their lives. They will encounter people who will try
to lure them into believing that the only important things in life are pleasure,
possessions, and glory and power. Jesus overcame these allurements because
he kept the word of God as his compass. We recognize Jesus as a righteous
person, a person of virtue, because he remained obedient to God by using God’s
word as his guide.

Luke wants his community to know that they can navigate the maze of life with
its many alluring deceptions if they will use God’s word as their guide for finding
fulfillment in life. Even in the wilderness—when no one could observe his actions
—Jesus remained faithful to his relationship with God by choosing service to
God over self. Christians of any age can look to the example of Jesus.
Righteousness is about being faithful to God whether someone is watching or
not.

E I G H T H  S U N D A Y  I N  O R D I N A R Y  T I M E
L K  6 : 3 9 - 4 5

Tradition Connection 

Lent lasts forty days, paralleling Jesus’s time in the desert. We use this time to prepare
for the significant events of Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday. These
events are central to understanding the redemptive meaning of Jesus’s life, death, and
Resurrection. Through Jesus’s death on the cross, all humanity receives salvation. And
Jesus’s Resurrection demonstrates that he truly is the Son of God, who has conquered
death once and for all.

To prepare ourselves for this kairos moment (meaning “the right time”), we spend forty
days properly preparing ourselves to enter more fully into the Paschal mystery that we
celebrate and share during the liturgies of Holy Week and the Easter season.

Good and Gracious God, 
Silence the noise in my soul. Empty me of cravings for things of this world that do not

truly satisfy. Fill me with the bread of your presence and the living water of your mercy.
Pick me up and hold me, this day, and every day as I praise you for who you are. Remind

me that it is your power in me, not my own, that offers life to others. Wash this vessel,
Lord. Prepare me for renewal. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Prayer for LentPrayer for Lent  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/4?1

