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As a reminder:As a reminder: There are no classes the weeks of Jan. 30 or Feb. 6 There are no classes the weeks of Jan. 30 or Feb. 6

CFF CLASSROOM
CHRONICLES

THE LATEST EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR OUR CARING CATECHISTS!!

Love is patient, love is kind.
It is not jealous, it is not pompous,
it is not inflated, it is not rude, 
it does not seek its own interests,

it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood over injury,
it does not rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth.

It bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things.

Here is the direct link to register for the retreat:
https://forms.gle/wByTQGitytNnbaQP6

https://facebook.com/sjreligioused847/
https://www.instagram.com/sjreligioused847/
https://forms.gle/wByTQGitytNnbaQP6


Tell us what they do for work?
What impact have they made in your life?
How do they make a difference in our
world? Give examples of their faith and
values.
How do they inspire you in your future
vocation?

Essay Details:
God's call to follow him in life is universal, and
it's our work- our vocation.  We're inviting all
students in grades 6-8th, to share with us who
in spires you to follow Jesus through their
vocation.

To access the Pflaum Gospel Weekly digital edition, please do the following:
 

How to Access the Digital Edition
1. Go to gospelweeklies.com
2. At the top of the page, click on to Access Digital Editions.
3. Click on Create New Account. Register with your email address.
Be certain to use the email address that you have provided to us when you
4. Create a Password. If you lose your password, you will be able to create
a new one.
5. Click on Redeem A Subscription and enter this code: see below
6. Click on My Library. You will now have access to the Pflaum Gospel Weeklies
for the duration of our program year. 

Additional Resources: There are easy-to-use Parent Teaching Pages and other
resources for families available at gospelweeklies.com/family.

Pflaum Gospel Weeklies • 800-543-4383
 

Redemption Code: see below

Password: StJoeCFF2122!
Redemption Codes: CW_1828850_1310482 (Visions) CW_1828853_1310482 (Venture)
CW_1828854_1310482 (Good News) CW_1828851_1310482 (Promise)
CW_1828852_1310482 (Seeds) 

6th-8th Grade Catechists Please Promote!6th-8th Grade Catechists Please Promote!

http://gospelweeklies.com/
http://gospelweeklies.com/family


**EVENT CHANGE**
Let's Walk Together 

Exploring the 2021-23 Synod Through Scripture.
 

A Special Presentation
Saturday, January 29, 2022 
9:30am-11:00am on *Zoom

Register online to receive the Zoom link/meeting info: stjoseph-libertyville.org/synod
 

Presentor: Dr. Felipe Legarretta-Castillo, PhD.
Professor at Loyola University Chicago’s Institute of Pastoral Studies

 
*There will be no in-person component. The event is now 100% virtual. 

 

F R O M  J O E  T O M A S O !

https://www.stjoseph-libertyville.org/synod


https://amenapp.org/signup :The Augustine Institute is proud to introduce Amen, its
latest offering. Amen is the free Catholic app that brings you daily Mass readings,
beautiful prayers, faithful meditations, and nourishing Scripture to draw your
mind, body, and soul to rest in God. 
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/ : Site has Saint of the Day, Daily meditations, blog &
other resources.  If you join their mailing list you are often offered to purchase
ebooks for 0.99 or up to $3.  Although they will email you at least 1x/day. 
Pflaum: fill out the registration w/ all your info & where it asks for a customer number, it
is: 1114474  
http://www.usccb.org/ : United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
http://www.loyolapress.com/: Activity Finder, Catholic Resources & more Loyola Press:
once you get to their landing page, look to the top right for "Catholic Resources".
There are oodles of goodies there all for free! 
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/lent/ New for Lent!*
https://www.catechist.com/  lessons & activities, Catechist Formation & resources
http://www.bc.edu/sites/c21online/: Boston College’s Church for the 21st Century.
Some courses are free and some have a small fee that RE will cover under
Formation expenses.
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html: resources for your own
spiritual life
http://lifelongcatechesis.osv.com/ : Has resources for all ages and under “adolescents”
has a “question of the week” based on the gospel and background on all 3
readings.
http://www.wordamongus.org: Magazine for Catholics; has mediations, articles, things
for families- a lot is free, but not everything is.
http://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/ St. Mary’s Press Resource Center
https://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/category/Lent/15/ New for Lent!*
http://www.handsonsuburbanchicago.org/ Looking for Service Project Ideas!?!? These
are all in the NW Suburbs!
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/ The Religion Teacher: has over 700 activities,
videos, worksheets & more!  You may use the link here but only some things are
free.  I have a subscription to this & am happy to look for resources for you!  (I paid
for a single vs group subscription.)

Catechist Resource CenterCatechist Resource Center

Below is some good background information on the gospel for Sunday,
January 30. Please feel free to use it for your own knowledge & for class discussion.

https://amenapp.org/signup
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.loyolapress.com/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent/calendars/advent-calendar-for-adults/
https://www.catechist.com/
http://www.bc.edu/sites/c21online/
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
http://lifelongcatechesis.osv.com/
http://www.wordamongus.org/
http://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/
https://www.smp.org/media/uploads/flipbook/26/flipbook/index.html?page=1
http://www.handsonsuburbanchicago.org/
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/


Context Connection

Jesus has just finished reading from the prophet Isaiah to those gathered in the
synagogue, and he says, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing”
(4:21). We then read about the reaction of the townspeople. At first, people react
positively. But almost immediately, the voices of suspicion—the voices of those
who cannot accept the fact that Jesus, the son of Joseph the carpenter, is more
than an artisan, he is a prophet—arise and can be heard throughout the
Gospels. The strict social codes of Jesus’s time dictate that sons continue the
trades of their fathers.

Such hereditary occupations bring honor to the family. No one is allowed to
leave the status quo without consequences. Jesus has an interesting response
to the townspeople’s suspicion. “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the
prophet’s hometown” (4:24), he says. But he also realizes that the people will be
two-faced about the issue. Members of Jewish communities in those days took
care of their own people. One’s duty was to take care of family, neighbors, and
fellow Jews. Jesus, who had healed people in Capernaum, had not healed
anyone in his hometown of Nazareth. Members of his community see his
actions as caring for foreigners, Gentiles even, before caring for his own people
—Jews. The townspeople slowly become outraged as they realize that when
Jesus reads that passage from Isaiah, he is criticizing the way they live.

The crowd becomes so angry that they “drove him [ Jesus] out of town” (4:29).
They want to kill Jesus. In this way, Luke tells the Gentiles that Jesus is willing to
face extreme hardship for the sake of doing what is right, regardless of the
social pressure on him.
 

T H I R D  S U N D A Y  I N  O R D I N A R Y  T I M E
L K  1 : 1 - 4 ;  4 : 1 4 - 2 1

Tradition Connection 

In its broadest sense, the term prophet means someone who is sent by God to “form the
people” (CCC, page 895). “Form the people” means to form them spiritually, to mold
them to reflect God’s image. 

At Jesus’s baptism, when the Holy Spirit descends upon him, he carries out the role of
prophet in his miracles, teachings, and actions. Traditionally, prophets were social critics
and called people to have a change of heart and live according to the Law. Not
everyone likes to have his or her way of life challenged, so prophets are often not
accepted. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/4?1


Wisdom Connection

In first-century Israel, the leadership takes extreme measures to separate Jews
from foreigners because they consider foreigners unworthy of God’s promise of
salva tion. The leadership’s scrupulous adherence to a narrow interpretation of
the Law becomes a point of contention between Jesus, who emphasizes love of
neighbor, and the leaders, who emphasize compliance with the letter of the
Law. The strict est Jews, in their ideology, consider it inconceivable that God
would show care and kindness to anyone other than religious Jews. Any
challenge to this mind-set infuriates them, so they react to Jesus with rage. 

The leaders are trying to live faithful lives. Partially motivated by the fear that
living less-than-perfect lives could jeopardize the future of Israel, and partly by
the community’s memory of the Babylonian Exile, Jewish leaders want to get it
right. When they return to Jerusalem from Babylon, they are overjoyed at
getting the Law back. But the memory of being without the Law fuels the fervor
with which they now keep the Law—by observing every detail. But as we can see
in our own culture, focusing on the fine detail of the law often keeps us from
seeing why the law exists in the first place. In reading the passage from Isaiah,
Jesus is trying to get the leaders to see the big picture behind the Law. What is
the motivation for observing the Law? Is it about perfect adherence to the
details of the Law, or is it about responding to God’s call to live in love of God
and neighbor?

T H I R D  S U N D A Y  I N  O R D I N A R Y  T I M E
L K  1 : 1 - 4 ;  4 : 1 4 - 2 1

In the sacrament of Baptism, we enter into this same threefold office held by Jesus Christ:
priest, prophet, and king (see CCC, number 1268). We perhaps most often have the
opportunity to give witness to our prophetic mission by proclaiming Jesus’s word and by
the “testimony of life” (CCC, number 905). Christians try to guard against duplicity and
hypocrisy. As prophets, Christians give witness to the truth in their world. Christians are
most effective as prophets when their actions are consistent with the Gospel message,
thus giving witness to the truth of Jesus’s word.

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/4?1

