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“I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than I is coming.“I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than I is coming.    I am notI am not
worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holyworthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire.Spirit and fire.

CFF CLASSROOM
CHRONICLES

THE LATEST EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR OUR CARING CATECHISTS!!

Please be aware that if you are having a Christmas party in
class next week, due to COVID protocols, there is no food
allowed.  You may hand out individually wrapped goodies at
the end of class for the students to enjoy at home.

Here is an excellent article from Loyola Press' The
Catechist's Journey titled Forming Students to
Become Church Participants. Click on the title to
read the article.

8th Grade Catechists: Please remind your students & their parents that the
Confirmation Forms were due last week & the Candidacy letter is due this week. They
may download just the forms & the Candidacy letter template here.

PreK-2nd Grade Catechists:PreK-2nd Grade Catechists: Starting Dec. 12, PreK-2nd grade  Starting Dec. 12, PreK-2nd grade will be dismissed 5will be dismissed 5
minutes laterminutes later; ; 10:10AM Sundays10:10AM Sundays &  & 5:40PM Tuesdays5:40PM Tuesdays..    This will allow for 5 moreThis will allow for 5 more
minutes of teaching & will decrease the wait time between these grades & 3rd-6thminutes of teaching & will decrease the wait time between these grades & 3rd-6th
grade, especially in the winter months!grade, especially in the winter months!

https://facebook.com/sjreligioused847/
https://www.instagram.com/sjreligioused847/
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2021/12/forming-students-to-become-church-participants/
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/11109/documents/2021/12/2021-22%20Confirmation%20Forms.pdf


This Sunday is the Third Sunday of Advent, which is also known as Gaudete
Sunday. The use of pink (officially rose) vestments and candle on the Advent wreath
signifies that our time of preparation is progressing toward its end. Our time of
celebration is drawing near. 

December 12 is also the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of the Americas.
This day helps us to acknowledge and celebrate the diversity of our Church, in
particular, the gift of our brothers and sisters in Christ who are from Mexico and
other countries in Central and South America. You may wish to read and share these
resources related to Our Lady of Guadalupe:

A Prayer to our Lady of Gaudalupe
https://www.pflaumweeklies.com/blog/

Here is a great article on Reconciliation, called "Reclaiming Reconciliation".  
This would be great for our Promise Catechists as well as 2nd grade
families!  This is from St. Mary's Press online magazine! 
 https://www.smp.org/media/uploads/flipbook/23/flipbook/index.html?
page=18

Good News!Good News!    Please join us as our Director of Adult Faith Formation, Joe Tomaso, leadsPlease join us as our Director of Adult Faith Formation, Joe Tomaso, leads
us on an Advent journey of Good News!us on an Advent journey of Good News!    See flyer above for information or go to our laterSee flyer above for information or go to our later
today. parish today. parish websitewebsite..    Click on the image above to see the taped first session onClick on the image above to see the taped first session on
YouTubeYouTube..    The second session will be postedThe second session will be posted

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121221.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121221.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/prayers/prayer-our-lady-guadalupe
https://www.smp.org/media/uploads/flipbook/23/flipbook/index.html?page=18
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjImBk0c55k&t=1015s
https://stjoseph-libertyville.org/advent-202
https://youtu.be/VjImBk0c55k


https://amenapp.org/signup :The Augustine Institute is proud to introduce Amen, its
latest offering. Amen is the free Catholic app that brings you daily Mass readings,
beautiful prayers, faithful meditations, and nourishing Scripture to draw your
mind, body, and soul to rest in God. 
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/ : Site has Saint of the Day, Daily meditations, blog &
other resources.  If you join their mailing list you are often offered to purchase
ebooks for 0.99 or up to $3.  Although they will email you at least 1x/day. 
Pflaum: fill out the registration w/ all your info & where it asks for a customer number, it
is: 1114474  
http://www.usccb.org/ : United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
http://www.loyolapress.com/: Activity Finder, Catholic Resources & more Loyola Press:
once you get to their landing page, look to the top right for "Catholic Resources".
There are oodles of goodies there all for free! 
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-
year/advent/calendars/advent-calendar-for-adults/ Advent Calendars & loads of
Advent resources! New for Advent!*
https://www.catechist.com/  lessons & activities, Catechist Formation & resources
http://www.bc.edu/sites/c21online/: Boston College’s Church for the 21st Century.
Some courses are free and some have a small fee that RE will cover under
Formation expenses.
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html: resources for your own
spiritual life
http://lifelongcatechesis.osv.com/ : Has resources for all ages and under “adolescents”
has a “question of the week” based on the gospel and background on all 3
readings.
http://www.wordamongus.org: Magazine for Catholics; has mediations, articles, things
for families- a lot is free, but not everything is.
http://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/ St. Mary’s Press Resource Center
https://www.smp.org/media/uploads/flipbook/26/flipbook/index.html?page=1 St.
Mary's Press Inspire, an online magazine w/ reflections, activities & more!
New for Advent!*
http://www.handsonsuburbanchicago.org/ Looking for Service Project Ideas!?!? These
are all in the NW Suburbs!
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/ The Religion Teacher: has over 700 activities,
videos, worksheets & more!  You may use the link here but only some things are
free.  I have a subscription to this & am happy to look for resources for you!  (I paid
for a single vs group subscription.)

Catechist Resource CenterCatechist Resource Center

Below is some good background information on the gospel for Sunday,
December 12. Please feel free to use it for your own knowledge & for class discussion.

https://amenapp.org/signup
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.loyolapress.com/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent/calendars/advent-calendar-for-adults/
https://www.catechist.com/
http://www.bc.edu/sites/c21online/
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
http://lifelongcatechesis.osv.com/
http://www.wordamongus.org/
http://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/
https://www.smp.org/media/uploads/flipbook/26/flipbook/index.html?page=1
http://www.handsonsuburbanchicago.org/
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/


Context Connection

In this Sunday’s Gospel, we discover that the crowd is seeking John the Baptist’s
advice on how they should live. In John’s culture, people who had excess were
considered greedy; their excess meant that others went without. People usually
shared their good fortune with their families and generosity did not need to
extend beyond the family. John broadened the parameters of charity to include
anyone, thereby expanding the consciousness of those who heard his preaching
and who wanted to live out his teachings.

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Luke singles out two kinds of people—tax collectors
and soldiers—who ask for John’s baptism. Jews look down on both these “kinds”
of people because they either support or directly benefit from the Roman
occupation of Palestine. Jews thought them to be the most unlikely people to
seek forgiveness for their sins. When the tax collectors and the soldiers ask John,
“What shall we do?” (3:12, 3:14), John does not tell them to abandon their
professions. Instead he tells them to be just and fair in exercising the
responsibilities of their offices within the Roman power structure.

The second part of the passage deals with the messianic hope of the Jews.
Many people thought John the Baptist might be the Messiah. In the Gospel,
John quickly clarifies that he is not the Messiah (see 3:16). John makes a
powerful analogy: only the lowest of the slaves, only a non-Jew, would ever be
required to loosen his master’s sandal thong. John suggests that in relation to
the Messiah, he is even lower than the lowliest slave. 

John further contrasts his baptism of water to the Messiah’s baptism of the
“Holy Spirit and fire” (3:16). Baptism with the Holy Spirit is about bringing to the
world God’s salvation as well as God’s judgment (fire). Luke’s image of the
winnowing fork and the threshing floor dramatizes this baptism of fire.

The winnowing process is labor intensive. Winnowers separate the good grain
from the useless chaff by scooping up both the grain and the chaff (the seed
coverings and other debris) and throwing them into the air where the wind
blows away the chaff before the heavier grain falls to the threshing floor. They
then collect the grain and store it for later use and burn the chaff. The dry chaff
creates an intense flame.

T H I R D  S U N D A Y  O F  A D V E N T
L K  3 : 1 0 - 1 8

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/3?10


Wisdom Connection

In John 18:36, Jesus says, “My kingdom is not from this world.” The Father gives
Jesus kingship over both heaven and earth. Jesus’s Kingdom is not an earthly
kingdom that is finite but rather a heavenly Kingdom that lasts forever. Each
Sunday in the Nicene Creed, we pray: “[Jesus] ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end” (Sacramentary, page
368). Jesus ascends to this position of honor by bearing witness to the truth,
even dying on a cross. John 18:37 tells us that Jesus’s purpose for taking on
human form is “to testify to the truth.” The way to truth then is through Jesus
Christ. All we need to do is listen to Jesus. (13:32). So why worry about it? Not
even Jesus the Son knows. We should live our lives each day as faithful followers
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. That is something we can control.

T H I R D  S U N D A Y  O F  A D V E N T
L K  3 : 1 0 - 1 8

 

 Share knowledge, give advice to those who need it, comfort those who suffer, be
patient with others, forgive those who hurt you, give correction to those who need it,
pray for the living and the dead.

 Feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, shelter the homeless, clothe the naked, care
for the sick, help the imprisoned, bury the dead.

Tradition Connection 

“What then should we do?” (3:10) “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who
has none; and whoever has food must do likewise” (3:11). John the Baptist’s response
directs the Catholic understanding of justice as it is expressed through charitable actions,
also known as the works of mercy.

The spiritual works of mercy are the following:

The corporal works of mercy are the following:

We celebrate hope on this Sunday because the Messiah will soon be among us. In the
Gospel, we hear the “prophetable” message for the season: give away your excess
belongings to anyone in need. What a sharp contrast. This is a good season for giving
rather than accumulating. Good used clothes, items you have not worn in a while that
are hanging in your closet or folded in your chest of drawers, might offer hope of a new
start to someone with nothing. Many charitable organizations give your gifts of clothing
and food to those who need hope.

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/3?10

