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When I became a citizen of the Unit-

ed States, the excitement was infec-

tious among the citizens-to-be, as well 

as their families and friends on hand 

for the ceremony. Standing together 

for the swearing-in, we were a strik-

ing microcosm of humanity. In our 

diversity, there was joy-filled unity in 

appreciation for this country, for our 

new citizenship and for me, it reflect-

ed God’s dream for humanity: justice, peace and joy in 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

That experience is in stark contrast to the rising tensions, 

divisiveness and harsh rhetoric prevalent today deriving 

in part from what many call our country’s original sin: 

racism. As the U.S. bishops note in their 2018 pastoral 

letter against racism, Open Wide Our Hearts: the endur-

ing call to love, “With the positive changes that arose 

from the civil rights movement and related civil rights 

legislation, some may believe that racism is no longer 

a major affliction of our society – that it is only found 

in the hearts of individuals who can be dismissed as 

ignorant or unenlightened. But racism still profoundly 

affects our culture, and it has no place in the Christian 

heart. This evil causes great harm to its victims, and it 

corrupts the souls of those who harbor racist or preju-

dicial hearts.” 

 The Church too has had to confront 

its failures and sins with regard to 

racism – we only have to look to the 

treatment and suffering of Father 

Augustus Tolton. The bishops admit, 

“Moving our nation to a full realiza-

tion of the promise of liberty, equality 

and justice for all is even more chal-

lenging. However in Christ we can 

find the strength and the grace neces-

sary to make that journey… It requires us to reach out 

generously to the victims of this evil, to assist the con-

version needed in those who still harbor racism, and to 

begin to change policies and structures that allow racism 

to persist.”

This fall, I invite you to embark on a journey delving 

into racism’s roots, realities and ramifications by reading 

Open Wide Our Hearts, discussing it with your family or 

a small group of fellow parishioners, and using the let-

ter’s study guide for reflection, dialogue and action. Rac-

ism corrupts the souls of individuals as well as nations; 

rooting it out will take a concerted effort. As Christ’s fol-

lowers who seek the good of others, working together 

we can help heal racism’s wounds and rectify racial in-

equities to ensure justice and foster peace, which in turn 

enables us to live joyfully in the Holy Spirit.


