Fawmily Faith Connection is the parent organization
for the St. Joseph Religlous Education program.
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“Although you have not seen him you love him; even though you do not see him now yet believe in him, you
rejoice with indescribable and glovious joy, as you attain the goal of (your) faith, the salvation of your souls.”
Dear Family Faith Connection Families: 1 Peter 1:8-9
Recently the Archdiocese of Chicago published an updated Religion Curriculum. The Curriculum engages the
student in hearing and understanding the proclamation of the faith and invites the student to respond through
deeper openness to a relationship with God. This relationship is expressed in active participation in the life of the
Church as a disciple of Jesus Christ. The following are some expectations of both child and catechist which are
stated in the curriculum. In future Connection issues we will be exploring components of the curriculum and
some expectations of families. [ am sure you can also draw some of your own conclusions as to what might be
expected of parents. Certainly we would ask nothing of our children that we aren’t already doing ourselves. En-
joy journeying in faith with your children. The Holy Spirit is guiding us! Regina
Thibeau, DRE

Expectations for Effective Catechesis

All Students will: ¢ Understand the application of Catho-
lic social teaching to current events.
¢  Learn through active participation in the
learning environment. ¢ Understand that they are loved by
God, created for union with God.
¢ Collaborate with teachers and peers.
¢ Show spiritual growth through prayer,
¢ Apply what they learn to daily life. sacramental participation, maturing

understanding of Christian disciple-

¢ Come to know how Jesus is central to

their lives and to learn to love him.
Make good moral choices.

Participate in the life of the Catholic
Church.

ship and stewardship.

Respect and appreciate the cultural and
religious heritage of all people no matter
the race, ethnicity or religious identity

of the person.

Exhibit understanding of their rela-

tionship with the Triune God and
their ultimate destiny with their Crea-

tor.

All Catechists will:

Meet the diverse needs of students
through a variety of teaching methods
and strategies that will help students

learn.

Ultilize a variety of resources and assess-
ments in order to help the student learn

optimally.

Use technology and other appropriate
instruments that enhance the learning

process.

Be fully informed of the catechetical

content.

Inform and involve parents in the cate-
chesis of their children through under-
standing of the curriculum, assessment

and reporting.

Pursue initial and ongoing certification
as catechists in the Archdiocese of Chi-

cago.

Participate fully in the liturgical and

sacramental life of the Church.

Attend to their own spiritual lives
through reflection, prayer and reading

of scriptures.
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AR 0 EATRE MY i
A e Ml e o ‘.:n'fnim e aldl . "'I"' ﬂ.‘ih hauds 3
parich éth, Tth, & T:h gradar. frequently with
SERVICE WITH A SMILE SERVICE CTS soap and
Jr. High Service Event water.
Sunday, November 15%, 2:00-4:00 p.m_ Mdalee Christmas
Sponsored by St. Joseph Parish's Youth Ministry Crafts far Cover your
preple o mouth and
Fill and Decorate Frost Christmas Winchester TRl
Christmas Stockings Cooldes for the Honze :
for Children at homeless at P.A DS tissme when
Catholic Charities you cough or
T IH‘ smeeze.
“M Cough or
sneeze mto

Cosiac BOWLING .t R
On Saturday, Janmary 9%, Time to be determined “ -i;f
Sponsored by 5t. Joseph Parish’s Youth Ministry W
Questions about LLF.T. or Youth Ministry? )

Contact Alison Mogee, Director of Youth Ministry at (847) 900-1235.

Pennies Heaven

I hope you are all seftling, into the routine of the school vear and emjoying the beantifol
colors we have here in the fall By now vou shounld have seen the little plastic bags that are
attached to your child’s Beligtous Ed folder and froom the response o our first weeks
donafions, you have! Even with these tough times I'm glad to see omr families are so strong
in the spirit of giving.

Your child shomld have seen 8 short video presentation on the school we are now
donatimg o The dcademy gf Our Lady in Faukesan. While these children are happy,

confident, and full of smiles their school does have needs for essentials and extras that we are

blessed to have on a regolar basis. With our domations from last year we hawe been able to
buy the assizoment notebooks that they will be nsing this year.
Thank you for starting off this year 5o sitong. Enjoy the beauty of fall.
—Jodnne Coughlmn,
Penmes from Heaven Charperson

VOUr upper
sleeve if you
don't have a
tissue.

Clean your
hands after
coughing or
sneezmg. Use
soap and water
or an alcohol—
based hand
cleaner.

Stay at home 1f
you are sick.

If you have a
fever, stay
home for at
least 24 hrz
after that fever
has ended.

S Joreph Religions Education Frogram
$7-362-5797
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7TH GRADE COMMITMENT CEREMONY
November 7, 5:00PM Mass and
November 8, 9:00AM & 10:45 AM Masses

7th graders and their parents will attend one of these
masses where they will recite a special prayer of
commitment and then receive a blessing from the
parish community.

7th graders will also sign their names in the Com-
mitment book that week during their Religious Ed
sessions.

5TH GRADE CHURCH TOUR
November 8 2:00-3:15PM

5th graders will meet shortly after 12:30 Mass for a wonderful
tour of St. Joseph’s beautiful church! Learn some fascinating
facts about our Catholic traditions and celebrations. Parents are
welcome to join the tour; Faith Weaving families, too.

This tour should be attended in place of Traditional Religious
Ed. sessions on November 8 and 10. Students should sit with
their class. Catechists will take attendance as students arrive.

PARENT MEETING FAMILY SERVICES
Parents of 2nd, 3rd, 4th or 5th graders November 14, 1:00 4th & 5th graders
November 9, 7:00-8:30PM, Koenig Center January 16, 1:00  2nd & 3rd graders

This evening is designed for families with February 27, 1:00  2nd & 3rd graders

children who have not yet celebrated the
sacrament of Reconciliation. The presenta-
tion is for adults only to understand the sac-
rament and how to prepare their children. If
you have attended this meeting before,
you don’t need to come again.

RECONCI LIATI ON brate the sacrament individually.

These are prayer services in the church
designed for families to attend together.
There will be prayer, scripture reading,
reflection, examination of conscience and
an opportunity for those who wish to cele-

8TH GRADE RETREAT
December 13, 2009 or
January 10, 2010
1:00-5:00PM
Koenig Center

AN EVENING WITH SANTA
A SEASON WITH JESUS
December 5, 6:00-9:00PM
Koenig Center

All 8th graders preparing for
Confirmation must attend a
retreat. Your child was as-
signed one of these two dates
which is printed on the red
cover of your Family Confir-
mation Packet. Please call
your catechist or the Religious
Ed. office with any further

Families with Kindergarten through 4th
graders will enjoy this delightful event! See
the flyer on Page 5 for more information.
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4th graders received their
Bibles in a blessing ceremony
with their catechists and par-
ents who were able to attend.
They then spent some time
learning how to look up pas-
sages.

Parents of 4th graders in
Faith Weaving personally
presented the Bible to their
child and then blessed them

Faith Weaving families started the year with a session
themed “Rooting your Family in Faith: Ritual Mat-
ters”. Families are seen here working together on an
activity making roots to represent their family.

Rain or shine the Religious Ed dedicated volunteers
show up to help out! Shown here is a portion of the
team it takes to produce this newsletter. Many more
volunteers come to the office regularly for the hun-
dreds of projects it takes to run this program. We
couldn’t do it without them!
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“An Evening with Santa: A Season with Jesus”

Begm this Advent season with a special fammly event for your Kmdergarten
through 4% grade children sponsored by the Family Faith Connection,

Jomn us for pizza, Christmas carols, and a slﬂr by 8 graders in the Koenig
C'e_nter at Gpm on Saturday, December 5™ The skit is based on the book A

In the story, Santa finds himself cnticized by people
who felt he was taking the focus away from Jesus. Santa felt he had been
domg the nght thmg by makmg others happy and bnnging them mfts.
Heartbroken. he tums to God in prayer. Come on December 5™ to hear
God's answer.

The skit will be followed by fun activities for the children. There may even
be an opportunity for a picture with Santa! Mark your calendars now for this
Joyous welcome fo the Advent Season. For more information, contact Dorie
Sanderson ar §47-349-0743

Please return this completed order form and money to your child’s Catechist
or mail to the 5t. Joseph Relizious Education Office, 130 Hurlburt Court, by
December 1™ to make your reservation. Vou can make your checks payable
to 5t Joseph.

We will also be accepting donations for the Lake County Aid for Women,
Formula, diapers, wipes, baby clothing and blankets are needed most.
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MNumber of Pizza Slices @ $250 each =%

Number of Cans of Soda @ $0.50 each = §
Total Enclosed = §

Family Mame

Mumber Attending

Ihabk Yoy

Srom Sharen Mullin:
Walcome Coffes
Coordinator

:

The Welcome Coffess om
September 1 & 227 were 3
great success! The coffees for
parents of Kindergarten throngh
2nd grade smdents, gave the
parents a chance to mest each
other amd their child’s catechist
while enjoying refreshments. We
waould like ro thank 211 of the
volnneesrs who helped make this
event a success: Suzi Brennan,
Marzaret Fields, Chriztine Fregs,
Patty Lamberger, Christing and
Linclon Lonnstury, Jose and
Mennoa Mendozs, Alizon
Pemrzilka, Charisse Quigley, Sara
WanderBleomer, and Barbara
Whalen. Alsp, thanks to all of the
“hiake and Bake Commities™
memhers, who generonshy baked
alnwost 2,000 yumany cookies for
us! -

-

All current 8% ’
graders, in both public
and parochial schools,
are invited to join the
St. Joseph Parish High
School Choir!

Eehearsals are on Sunday
momings {about twice a
month) and we sing mosth on
Saturdays at Spm and
occastonally on Sundavs at
12:30. For move information,
please contact

Clare Marvin, Director of
Mbwsie: B47-99001224
cImarvingdstoseph-
Libertvalle org

Sr Joseph Religions Education Frogram
B4 7-362-5TFT
wne siforeph-liberfyville org



