
All Catechists will: 

♦ Meet the diverse needs of  students 

through a variety of teaching methods 

and strategies that will help students 

learn. 

♦ Utilize a variety of resources and assess-

ments in order to help the student learn 

optimally. 

♦ Use technology and other appropriate 

instruments that enhance the learning 

process. 

♦ Be fully informed of the catechetical 

content. 

♦ Inform and involve parents in the cate-

chesis of their children through under-

standing of the curriculum, assessment 

and reporting. 

♦ Pursue initial and ongoing certification 

as catechists in the Archdiocese of Chi-

cago. 

 

♦ Participate fully in the liturgical and 

sacramental life of the Church. 

♦ Attend to their own spiritual lives 

through reflection, prayer and reading 

of scriptures. 

♦ Exhibit understanding of their rela-

tionship with the Triune God and 

their ultimate destiny with their Crea-

tor.  

All Students will: 

♦ Learn through active participation in the 

learning environment. 

♦ Collaborate with teachers and peers. 

♦ Apply what they learn to daily life. 

♦ Come to know how Jesus  is central to 

their lives and to learn to love  him. 

♦ Make good moral choices. 

♦ Participate in the life of the Catholic 

Church. 

♦ Understand the application of Catho-

lic social teaching to current events. 

♦ Understand that they are loved by 

God, created for union with God. 

♦ Show spiritual growth through prayer, 

sacramental  participation, maturing 

understanding of Christian disciple-

ship and stewardship. 

♦ Respect and appreciate the cultural and 

religious heritage of all people no matter 

the race, ethnicity or religious identity 

of the person.  
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“Although you have not seen him you love him; even though you do not see him now yet believe in him, you 
rejoice with indescribable and glorious joy, as you attain the goal of (your) faith, the salvation of your souls.”  

Dear Family Faith Connection Families: 1 Peter 1:8-9 

Recently the Archdiocese of Chicago published an updated Religion Curriculum.  The Curriculum engages the 

student in hearing and understanding the proclamation of the faith and invites the student to respond through 

deeper openness to a relationship with God.  This relationship is expressed in active participation in the life of the 

Church as a disciple of Jesus Christ. The following are some expectations of both child and catechist which are 

stated in the curriculum.  In future Connection issues we will be exploring components of the curriculum and 

some expectations of families. I am sure you can also draw some of your own conclusions as to what might be 

expected of parents.  Certainly we would ask nothing of our children that we aren’t already doing ourselves. En-

joy journeying in faith with your children.  The Holy Spirit is guiding us!    Regina 

Thibeau, DRE 
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7TH GRADE COMMITMENT CEREMONY 

November 7, 5:00PM Mass and 

November 8, 9:00AM & 10:45 AM Masses 

 

7th graders and their parents will attend one of these 

masses where they will recite a special prayer of 

commitment and then receive a blessing from the 

parish community.    

7th graders will also sign their names in the Com-

mitment book that week during their Religious Ed 

sessions. 

5TH GRADE CHURCH TOUR 

November 8  2:00-3:15PM 

 

5th graders will meet shortly after 12:30 Mass for a wonderful 

tour of St. Joseph’s beautiful church! Learn some fascinating 

facts about our Catholic traditions and celebrations. Parents are 

welcome to join the tour; Faith Weaving families, too. 

This tour should be attended in place of Traditional Religious 

Ed. sessions on November 8 and 10.  Students should sit with 

their class. Catechists will take attendance as students arrive. 

FAMILY SERVICES 

November 14, 1:00   4th & 5th graders 

January 16, 1:00      2nd & 3rd graders 

February 27, 1:00    2nd & 3rd graders 

 

These are prayer services in the church 

designed for families to attend together.  

There will be prayer, scripture reading, 

reflection, examination of conscience and 

an opportunity for those who wish to cele-

brate the sacrament individually. 

8TH GRADE RETREAT 

December 13, 2009 or 

January 10, 2010 

1:00-5:00PM 

Koenig Center 

 

All 8th graders preparing for 

Confirmation must attend a 

retreat.  Your child was as-

signed one of these two dates 

which is printed on the red 

cover of your Family Confir-

mation Packet.  Please call 

your catechist or the Religious 

Ed. office with any further 

AN EVENING WITH SANTA 

A SEASON WITH JESUS 

December 5, 6:00-9:00PM 

Koenig Center 

 

Families with Kindergarten through 4th 

graders will enjoy this delightful event! See 

the flyer on Page 5 for more information. 

PARENT MEETING 

Parents of 2nd, 3rd, 4th or 5th graders 

November 9, 7:00-8:30PM, Koenig Center 
 

This evening is designed for families with 

children who have not yet celebrated the 

sacrament of Reconciliation.  The presenta-

tion is for adults only to understand the sac-

rament and how to prepare their children.  If 

you have attended this meeting before, 

you don’t need  to come again. 
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Faith Weaving families started the year with a session 

themed “Rooting your Family in Faith: Ritual Mat-

ters”.  Families are seen here working together on an 

activity making roots to represent their family. 

4th graders received their 

Bibles in a blessing ceremony 

with their catechists and par-

ents who were able to attend.  

They then spent some time 

learning how to look up pas-

sages.  

Parents of 4th graders in 

Faith Weaving personally 

presented the Bible to their 

child and then blessed them 

Rain or shine the Religious Ed dedicated volunteers 

show up to help out!  Shown here is a portion of the 

team it takes to produce this newsletter.  Many more 

volunteers come to the office regularly for the hun-

dreds of projects it takes to run this program. We 

couldn’t do it without them! 

THANKTHANKTHANKTHANK    

YOU!YOU!YOU!YOU!    




